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Please become a Friend of the Center 

in 2012. To donate, please fill out 

the response card located on the last 

page of this newsletter or on our 

website. Donate via mail, telephone or 

online and know you are helping us 

continue to make a difference in our  

community. 
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Brian Corcoran joined the Board of Directors in the fall of 2001.  Before becoming  

Vice President, he held the role as the Board Treasurer.  Brian says he feels privileged to be a member of such a fine community organization 

and takes pride in it every day.     

 

Brian has been employed as Controller at The Post-Star in Glens Falls since 2007, where he also took on the role of Operations Director in 2011.  

Prior to joining The Post-Star, he was Controller at Champlain Stone in Warrensburg and a financial analyst at GE Global Research Center.  He is 

also a Certified Public Accountant.      

 

In addition to working with FCC, Brian is a member of the finance and investment committees at the Tri-County United Way and is a volunteer 

for Saratoga Wilton Youth Soccer.  A native of Long Island, Brian now lives in Wilton with his wife and two children.   

January 2012 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for making 2011 another successful year for Franklin Community Center!  Once again, we met 

the needs of a record number of individuals and families who turned to us for help, all because of your 

support and generosity.   

 

We are continually blessed with an outpouring of assistance, especially as we see the number of  

struggling families on the rise.  Each and every time we ask for your helpñwhether it is for food,  

clothing, school supplies, Christmas gifts, sponsorships, in kind donations or the volunteering of your 

timeñyou always come to our aid.   

 

Thank you for understanding our mission and encouraging our efforts to help people when they have 

nowhere else to go.  Thank you for recognizing our unique, grassroots approach, which ensures that no 

one goes without lifeõs basic necessities.  Thank you for helping us define the òcommunityó in our  

organizationõs title, for allowing us to stay true to our roots while maintaining our compassion and 

empowering self-worth in others. 

 

Together with my fellow Board Members, it is with great pride that we ask for your continued  

partnership behind this very special organization.  Your tax-deductible donation will go directly back into 

the operation of our programs, which are helping local people, right here in our neighborhoods.  By 

supporting Franklin Community Center, you align yourself with people who embody compassion, empathy, 

and kindness, but who also understand the importance of efficiency, fiscal conservancy and responsibility.  

Itõs a fragile balance that is being successfully implemented at this agency each and every day, as it has 

for nearly three decades.        

 

Please consider donating by mailing the pledge card on the back of this newsletter or via pay-pal on 

our website www.franklincommunitycenter.org.    Because of you, we are making a difference, and we 

are most grateful.   

Many Blessings, 

 

Karen DõAndrea 

 

Our Present Programs include but are 

not limited to:  

 

Safe and affordable housing; a food 

pantry; free clothing and furniture 

distribution; advocacy and referral 

information; holiday assistance; school 

supplies; camp scholarships; teenage 

pregnant and parenting educational 

classes (M.O.M.); our after-school youth 

prevention program, Project Lift; and 

more.   

 

Our Philosophy is to:  

 

òSend people out the door with  

whatever they came in looking for.ó   
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Itõs always a little intimidating as we start accepting applications for families needing help throughout the holidays, and this year 

was definitely no exception.  Yet, somehow despite another year of record numbers, because of your generosity, we were able to 

serve nearly 700 people with Thanksgiving baskets and Christmas gifts.  Economic times are incredibly difficult right now, and 

unfortunately the agencies that people turn to for help are being hit just as hard.   Please know that we are incredibly grateful for 

the help of our community members that ALWAYS come to our aid when we need it the most.  There are far too many of you to  

mention, and frankly, there arenõt enough words to express our gratitude.  But we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for  

seeing how much we care about our community and for standing with us as we continue with our mission.  Hereõs to a prosperous 

and healthy 2012!   

 

We were also able to serve more than 125 kids with Halloween Costumes back in October 

thanks to the generosity of community members and Kristi and Darren Cararra, the owners of 

Comic Depot  in Wilton Mall.   It was a successful undertaking that we look forward to again 

next year!   

For the seventh year in a row, Franklin Community Center is grateful to announce that we have 

been chosen as the recipient of $5,000 from Saratoga Casino and Raceway.  We are so  

thankful for the continued support they offer to our agency and its programs!   

The Saratoga Palio Melanie OõDonnell Memorial Race, back in September, 

yielded $7,500 for FCCõs programs.  What an incredible event to be a part of, 

and we feel so lucky to have been chosen as the 2011 recipient!  Thank you!   

Project Lift has submitted a proposal for the Service to Science initiative to receive a mini 

subcontract grant, which, if approved, will be used to enhance our evaluation methods 

and help us better assess Project Liftõs effectiveness in providing children with  

prevention education according to evidence based standards.  Only 43 programs 

throughout the Northeast were invited to apply, demonstrating Project Liftõs positive  

impact in the lives of local children and families.  We should find out sometime in  

February  if our request was approved.  Wish us luck!         

Did You Know...  
Franklin Community Centerõs food pantry served more than 6,000 people in 2011.  This statistic is 

more than doubled from two years ago.  Rising costs of heat and a strain on community resource  

providers could keep that number rising.  Please keep our neighbors in your hearts and minds as you 

head to the store.  Every little bit helps fill our shelves and keeps local families fed.  Weõll continue 

working hard to meet the needs of anyone who turns to us for help, and weõll look forward to having 

your support along the way!  Thank you!      

A big thank you to Merrill Lynch for 

the $2500 grant toward our food  

pantry!  The new Saratoga office is 

dedicated to helping the local  

community, and this will help a lot!   



 

GIVE LOCAL  
v o l u n t e e r ʷ s u p p o r t ʷ d o n a t e 
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¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ [ƛŦǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ Ŏǳǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎτōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŀǊŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǳǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛƭƭŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ ŎŀƳǇ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΣ  ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ [ƛŦǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ   

 

DƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ C//Ωǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ [ƛŦǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǊŀǘƻƎŀ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ /ƛǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ 

ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

ǊŜƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ [ƛŦǘΩǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ   

   

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ DǊŜŜƴŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ DŜȅǎŜǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ   !ƭƭ ǎƭƻǘǎ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ Ŧǳƭƭ Σ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ [ƛŦǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛǾŜΦ   

 

²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜΣ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

[ƛŦǘ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƻǿƴǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  ²Ŝ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ   

 

 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ CǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΗ 

/ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊτ  Ϸнр  

tŀǘǊƻƴτ  млл    

[ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊτ  Ϸмллл 
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  ǎǘǊŜŜǘ     Ŏƛǘȅ   ǎǘŀǘŜ   ȊƛǇ   

 

 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊτ  Ϸрл 

.ŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊτ  Ϸрлл 

hǘƘŜǊτ  Ϸψψψψψψ 

òThe greatest oak was once a little nut who held its groundéó 

Join us!   

Mark your calendar for our 2nd Annual Project Lift University event on October 11, 2012 at Longfellows. 




